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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Midhurst. 
October,  1948. 


of  the  MIDHURST  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Midhurst  Rural  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  1947.  This  report,  the  seventy-fourth  in  the 
series  is  presented  by  me  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Ward  who  resigned  his  position 
as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  31st  January,  1948. 

The  live  births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  263  or  6  more 
than  in  1946.  The  birth  rate  of  16.71  per  1,000  is  0.36  more 
than  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  compares  with  a  national  rate  of  20.5. 
The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  19,  which  is  a  decrease  of  eight 
when  compared  with  1946,  and  represents  7.2%  of  the  total  live  births 
occurring  during  the  year. 

The  deaths  numbered  181  or  34  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
giving  a  death  rate  of  11.5  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  13.42 
for  the  year  1946,  and  a  national  rate  of  12.0. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  District’s  population  at 
mid-1947  is  15,730.  This  is  an  increase  of  10  on  that  for  mid-1946. 

The  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Campaign  was  continued  throughout 
the  year.  It  is  estimated  that  at  the  31st  December,  1947,  97%  of  the 
children  aged  5-15  years  and  39%  of  those  aged  1-5  years  in  the  district 
had  completed  a  course  of  immunisation.  It  is  disappointing  that 
less  than  two-fifths  of  the  young  children  in  this  district  have  been 
protected  against  a  disease  which  still  causes  hundreds  of  preventable 
deaths  each  year  in  this  country. 

A  start  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  provision  of  new  housing 
accommodation  ;  36  units  of  housing  accommodation  were  provided  for 
Council  tenants  by  conversion  and  adaptation  and  12  new  houses  were 
completed.  Work  on  the  new  housing  programme  has  gathered  momen¬ 
tum  since  then,  but  the  figures  which  had  resulted  by  the  end  of  the 
year  from  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  indicated  that  even  when  the  list 
of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  has  been  cleared  there  is  likely  to  be  a 
continued  need  for  new  houses  for  some  years  ;  until,  in  fact,  the  general 
standard  of  housing  in  the  District  has  been  raised  to  something  near 
that  provided  in  the  houses  now  being  built. 

In  the  face  of  difficulties  which  are  only  too  familiar,  considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  Rogate  Water  Scheme  and  the  prelimin¬ 
aries  for  the  Cocking  Drainage  Scheme  were  so  far  completed  that  work 
could  start  early  in  1948. 

On  behalf  of  Dr.  Ward  I  would  like  to  express  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assist anct  given  by  Mr.  T.  G.  Henry, 
your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  other  chief 
Officials  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

V.  P.  GEOGHEGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1.  General  Statistics 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  •  •  66,892 

Enumerated  Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  15,020 

Enumerated  Population  (National  Registration  Day, 

October,  1939)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,082 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (middle  of  1946)  15,720 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (middle  of  1947)  15,730 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1947  ...  ...  ...  4,700 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1948)  .  £110,302 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (March,  1948)  ...  £441 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  : 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total 


Male 

Female 

Total 

135 

109 

244 

8 

11 

19 

143 

120 

263 

Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  :  16.71. 

Still  Births :  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  2  2  4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...- —  —  • — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  2  2  4 


Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births  :  14.98. 

Deaths  (Males  86,  Females  95)  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ...  11.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  and  Rates  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  5  3  8 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1  2  3 


Total  ...  ...  ...  6  5  11 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  41.82 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  32.78 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  157.89 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  from  :• — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .25 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .38 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  .89 

3<n  oc  r  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 .05 

Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  (Smallpox,  Enteric  Fever, 

Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 
Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  Children  under 

under  2  years  of  age  per  1,000  births  .  Nil 
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Section  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  condition  of  the  District. 

Agriculture  is  the  staple  industry,  whilst  forestry  and  brick-making 
provide  employment  for  a  fair  number  of  persons.  There  is  a  general 
shortage  of  labour  and  considerable  numbers  of  German  prisoners  of  war 
have  been  employed  in  agricultural  work.  The  summer  tourist  traffic 
is  returning  and  provides  increased  employment  in  shops,  cafes,  hotels 
and  guest  houses  throughout  the  area. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a  net 
total  of  263  live  births  (143  male,  120  female)  was  registered  in  the  District 
during  the  year,  an  increase  of  six  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  BIRTH  RATE  is  16.71  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  16.35  for  the  previous  year,  20.5  for  England  and  Wales,  and  17.59 
and  19.20  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  19  or  7.2%  of  the  total  live  births 
a  decrease  of  8  or  3.3%  on  the  previous  year. 

Stillbirths 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  4  stillbirths  were  registered  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  9  in  the  previous  year.  This  figure  gives  a  rate 
of  14.98  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths,  and  0.25  per  thousand  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  as  compared  with  33.83  and  0.57  respectively  for  1946. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  District  was  181  (86  male, 
95  female),  a  decrease  of  34  on  the  total  for  the  year  1946. 

The  DEATH  RATE  is  11.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  13.42  for  the  previous  year,  12.0  for  England  and  Wales,  and  15.20 
and  12.20  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex. 

It  will  be  noted  that  during  the  year  there  was  an  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  of  82.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
of  the  District  at  the  middle  of  the  year  is  15,730,  being  10  above  that  of 
the  previous  year.  This  discrepancy  is  explained  by  movements  out 
the  district. 

A  table  on  page  8  shows  the  age,  sex  distribution  and  causes  of 
death  during  1947.  Of  the  total  deaths  122  or  67.4%  occurred  in  persons 
aged  65  and  over. 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  in  order  of  frequency  : — 

(i)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system 

(ii)  Cancer 

(iii)  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

(iv)  Respiratory  Diseases  excluding  pulmonary  tuberculosis 


77 

26 

22 

14 
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These  four  causes  accounted  for  76.79%  of  the  total  deaths.  Com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  year  there  is  little  fluctuation,  the  only  exception 
being  in  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  (all  forms).  This  disease  during 
1946  was  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  death  when  fourteen  deaths  were 
attributed  to  it,  but  during  the  year  under  review  the  total  deaths  classi¬ 
fied  to  this  cause  number  six. 

Maternal  Deaths  and  Mortality 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  no  deaths  were  registered  as  directly 
due  to  pregnancy  and  child-bearing.  The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales  is  1.17  and  0.7  and  Nil  for  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex. 

Infant  Mortality 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths,  there  were  eleven  deaths 
(6  male,  5  female)  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  a  decrease  of  three 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  is  41.82  per  1,000  live  births  as 
compared  with  54.47  for  the  previous  year,  41  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  30  and  33  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex. 

The  death  rate  amongst  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  is  32.78  as  compared  with  52.17  for  the  year  1946. 

The  three  deaths  of  illegitimate  children  under  one  year  of  age  gives  a 
death  rate  amongst  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
of  157.89.  During  the  previous  year  there  were  two  deaths  amongst 
illegitimate  children.  A  table  on  page  9  gives  the  causes  of  death  of 
children  at  various  ages  under  one  year. 
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Table  of  Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  during  the  Year  1947 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

All 
Sex  Ages 

0— 

1— 

2— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

-75— 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

M 

86 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

8 

11 

13 

37 

F 

95 

5 

1 

1 

3 

3 

10 

23 

49 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

M 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Fevers  . 

F 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

M 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

F 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

M 

•  •  • 

... 

...  1 

F 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

Whooping  Cough  . 

M 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

F 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

... 

5 

Diphtheria . 

M 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

F 

•  •  • 

... 

6 

Tuberculosis  :  respiratory 

M 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

system  . 

F 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

M 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

... 

F 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

8 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

M 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

... 

F 

... 

... 

... 

9 

Influenza  . 

M 

... 

... 

... 

F 

1 

... 

1 

... 

10 

Measles  . 

M 

... 

F 

... 

11 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and 

M 

.  .  . 

.  ,  . 

... 

polioencephalitis  . 

F 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  ,  . 

12 

Acute  infectious  Encepha- 

M 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

litis  . 

F 

... 

... 

... 

13 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity 

M 

2 

1 

... 

1 

and  Oesophagus  . 

Cancer  of  Uterus  . 

F 

1 

... 

... 

1 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and 

M 

1 

... 

1 

Duodenum  . 

F 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast  . 

F 

2 

... 

... 

2 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

M 

10 

1 

1 

5 

3 

F 

8 

1 

4 

1 

2 

17 

Diabetes  . 

M 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

F 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

18 

Intra  -  cranial  vascular 

M 

9 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

6 

lesions  . 

F 

13 

•  2 

1 

2 

2 

6 

19 

Heart  Disease  . 

M 

28 

2 

3 

7 

16 

F 

38 

2 

10 

26 

20 

Other  diseases  of  the 

M 

5 

... 

2 

3 

Circulatory  system 

F 

6 

.  .  . 

4 

2 

21 

Bronchitis . 

M 

2 

... 

2 

F 

2 

... 

1 

1 

22 

Pneumonia  . 

M 

3 

1 

1 

... 

1 

F 

5 

1 

1 

1 

... 

2 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

M 

1 

... 

1 

... 

F 

1 

... 

... 

1 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

M 

... 

... 

Duodenum  . 

F 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

M 

! 

... 

... 

... 

F 

... 

... 

26 

Appendicitis  . 

M 

... 

... 

F 

... 

... 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

M 

5 

l 

1 

... 

3 

F 

3 

1 

2 

28 

Nephritis  . 

M 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

F 

... 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

F 

•  .  . 

.  • . 

... 

... 

30 

Other  Maternal  causes 

F 

•  •  • 

... 

31 

Premature  Birth  . 

M 

4 

4 

F 

1 

1 

32 

Congenital  malformations  : 

M 

3 

2 

1 

... 

Birth  injury,  Inf.  diseases 

F 

3 

3 

... 

... 

33 

Suicide  . 

M 

•  •  • 

F 

1 

1 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

M 

1 

1 

F 

,  .  . 

. . . 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

M 

2 

1 

1  ... 

F 

... 

i 

36 

All  other  causes  . 

M 

5 

9 

XJ  •  •  • 

1 

2 

F 

4 

1 

1 

3 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  children  at  various  ages  under  one  year.  Of  the  11  deaths,  10  occurred  in  infants 

under  4  weeks  old,  equivalent  to  neo-natal  mortality  of  38.02  per  1,000  live  births. 


T  otal 

under 

1  year 

rH 

r-H 

rH 

CM 

lO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

r— 

C 

00 

s 

o 

5  g 

' 

' 

' 

1 

6—9 

months 

1 

3—6 

months 

1—2 

months 

rH 

rH 

Total 

under 

1  month 

rH 

rH 

rH 

<N 

o 

o 

rH 

(7 

* 

)  § 

rH 

rH 

1—2 

weeks 

1 

' 

' 

Total 

under 

1  week 

rH 

r-H 

rH 

rH 

lO 

Cl 

5—7 

days 

' 

1 ' 

2—5 

days 

rH 

rH 

rH 

1 

co 

<M  <o 

1  S' 

rH  ^ 

rH 

rH 

Under 

1  day 

' 

' 

rH 

lO 

Causes  of  Death 

1.  Atelectasis  ... 

2.  Broncho  pneumonia 

3.  Congenital  disease  of  the 
heart  ... 

4.  Birth  injury 

5.  Prematurity 

6.  Sepsis  neonatorum 

G 

c 

G 

r 

0 

c_ 

<3 

A 

D 

0 

3 

3 

Table  showing  Populations,  Births,  Deaths  and  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  1841 — 1931 
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Section  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

STAFF 

Full  particulars  of  the  Staff  of  the  Department  are  given  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Report. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  Medical  Research  Council  for 
participation  in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  have  continued. 
In  general,  all  bacteriological  examinations  in  the  laboratory  and 
observations  in  the  field  in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and 
control  of  infectious  disease  in  man  are  undertaken  by  the  service  free 
of  charge. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  pathological  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  :• — 


(a)  Nose  and  Throat  swabs  examined  for  Diphtheria  bacilli  1 

(b)  Specimens  examined  for  enteric  organisms  ...  ...  5 

(c)  Water  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 

(d)  Milk  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

Arrangements  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  by  the 
Chichester  Corporation  Ambulance  and  for  the  removal  of  cases  of 
sickness  and  accident  by  the  Ambulances  operated  by  the  Midhurst 
Detachment  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  the  Haslemere  Urban 
District  Council  and  the  Petworth  Rural  District  Council  have  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

Home  nursing  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Nurses  employed  by  the 
Local  District  Nursing  Associations.  Certain  parts  of  the  area  are 
covered  by  the  Petworth  and  Northchapel  District  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tions.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  local  Nursing  Associations  showing 
the  areas  served,  together  with  the  number  of  nurses  employed. 
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Name  of  District  Nursing 
Association 

Area  Served 

No.  of 
Nurses 
Employed 

Camelsdale,  Linchmere  and  Ham¬ 
mer. 

Camelsdale,  Linchmere  and  Ham¬ 
mer. 

One 

Cocking,  Heyshott  and  Bepton. 

Cocking,  Bepton,  Didling,  Hey¬ 
shott,  Linch  and  Treyford. 

One 

Fernhurst. 

Fernhurst. 

One 

Graffham,  Lavington,  Selham, 
South  Ambersham  and  Lods- 
worth. 

Graffham,  East  Lavington, 

Selham,  South  Ambersham, 
Lodsworth  and  North  Am¬ 
bersham. 

One 

Harting  and  Elsted. 

Harting  and  Elsted. 

One 

Midhurst,  Easebourne  and  West 
Lavington. 

Midhurst,  Easebourne  and  West 
Lavington. 

Two 

Milland,  Rake  and  Bordon  Wood. 

Milland,  Chithurst,  Hartingcombe 
and  Rake. 

One 

Northchapel  and  Lurgashall. 

Lurgashall  and  Roundhurst. 

One* 

Petworth  and  Tillington. 

Tillington  and  Upperton. 

Two* 

Rogate,  Terwick  and  Nyewood. 

Rogate,  Harting  (part)  and  Ter¬ 
wick. 

One. 

Stedham  and  Linch. 

Stedham,  Hollycombe,  Iping, 
Linch,  Redford,  Trotton, 
Wardley  Marsh  and  Wool- 
bed  ing. 

One. 

*  Nurses  not  resident  in  the  Rural  District. 


Infectious  Diseases.  The  arrangements  made  with  the  West 
Sussex  County  Nursing  Association  for  the  nursing  of  cases  of  Measles, 
Pneumonia  and  German  Measles  have  been  continued. 

Midwifery.  There  are  fifteen  practising  Midwives  resident  in  the 
District,  ten  of  these  being  District  Nurse  Midwives,  the  remainder 
being  independent  midwives.  In  addition,  three  Midwives  resident 
in  adjoining  districts  take  cases  in  the  Rural  District. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES,  CLINICS  AND  HOSPITALS 

Infant  Welfare  Centres — held  at  Camelsdale,  Midhurst,  Rake,  Northchapel  and 
Petworth . 

Ante-Natal  Clinics — held  at  Camelsdale,  Midhurst,  Rake,  Northchapel  and 
Petworth . 

School  Clinics  (Minor  Ailments) — held  at  Chichester. 

Eye  Clinic — held  at  Midhurst. 

Aur  al  Clinic — held  at  Chichester. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic — held  at  Chichester. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic — held  at  Chichester. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary — held  at  Chichester. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinics — held  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Portsmouth  ;  the  Royal 
Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford  ;  and  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester. 
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(a)  Hospitals — provided  or  partially  maintained  by  the  Midhurst  Rural  District 
Council  : — 

(1)  Infectious  Diseases  : — 

(i a )  The  arrangement  for  the  reservation  of  four  beds  at  the  City  of 
Chichester  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  continued. 

(b)  Hospitals — provided  or  partially  maintained  by  the  West  Sussex  County 

Council  :  — 

(1)  General  Hospitals — 

(a)  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester. 

(b)  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham-by-Sea. 

(2)  Tuberculosis — • 

(a)  Aldingbourne  House  Sanatorium. 

(b)  Worthing  Isolation  Hospital. 

(3)  Maternity — 

(a)  Sussex  Maternity  and  Women’s  Hospital,  Brighton. 

(b)  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham-by-Sea. 

(c)  Worthing  Hospital. 

(d)  Maternity  Unit  attached  to  Horsham  General  Hospital. 

(e)  Zachary  Merton  Maternity  Home,  Rustington. 

(/)  St.  Richard’s  Hospital. 

(4)  Sick  Children — - 

(a)  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham-by-Sea. 

(b)  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester. 

(5)  Smallpox — 

(a)  Brede  Isolation  Hospital,  Rye,  East  Sussex,  by  arrangement  with 
the  West  and  East  Sussex  County  Councils. 

(c)  Voluntary  Hospitals  serving  the  District  : — 

(a)  Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester. 

(b)  Midhurst  Cottage  Hospital. 

(c)  Petworth  Cottage  Hospital. 

(d)  Haslemere  Hospital. 

(e)  Petersfield  Hospital. 


NURSING  HOMES 

There  are  in  the  District  four  Nursing  Homes  duly  registered  by  the 
West  Sussex  County  Council  under  Section  187  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  These  homes,  all  of  which  are  privately  maintained 
have  a  total  accommodation  for  56  patients,  the  largest  Institution 
having  32  beds,  the  smallest,  two  beds.  Two  of  the  Nursing  Homes 
provide  maternity  beds. 
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Section  III. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  principal  sources  of  piped  water  are  the  undertakings  of  the 
Midhurst  Rural  District  Council,  the  Wey  Valley  Water  Company,  and 
the  Petersfield  Rural  District  Council.  These  three  undertakers  provide 
a  supply,  in  part  at  least,  to  fouiteen  of  the  twenty-six  parishes  in  the 
Rural  District,  2005  houses  receiving  a  supply  from  one  or  other  of  these 
sources,  which,  with  the  exception  of  four  houses  at  Rake  in  the  parish 
of  Rogate,  is  available  within  the  dewllings.  Piped  water  is  also 
provided  in  some  1057  houses  by  Estate  Companies  and  private  indi¬ 
viduals.  Details  of  the  supplies  in  each  of  the  parishes  as  at  31st 
December,  1947,  are  given  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  this  section. 

Midhurst  Rural  District  Council  Water  Undertaking 

No  main  extensions  were  carried  out  during  the  year  but  arrangements 
were  made  to  supply  in  bulk  a  dairy  farm  and  some  six  farm  dwellings 
in  the  parish  of  Woolbeding. 

Specimens  of  raw  and  chlorinated  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  the  Henley  and  Rotherheld  Works  during  the  year. 
Five  samples  of  chlorinated  water  were  taken  from  each  of  the  Water¬ 
works  and  the  results  were  of  a  satisfactory  nature.  Of  the  ten  samples 
of  raw  water,  five  from  each  Waterworks  all  were  reported  upon  as 
satisfactory  excepting  one  from  the  Henley  Works,  which  was  an 
unsatisfactory  specimen. 

Work  on  the  pumping  station,  reservoir  and  water  mains  in  connection 
with  the  Rogate  and  Harting  Water  Scheme  was  commenced  during 
the  year  but  owing  to  difficulties  in  labour  and  materials,  progress  was 
not  rapid.  The  main  works  will  be  completed  in  the  coming 
year  and  the  provision  of  piped  water  to  the  various  dwellings 
and  farms  now  so  badly  in  need  of  a  wholesome  and  sufficient  supply 
will  then  be  possible. 

The  work  of  laying  mains  in  connection  with  the  Lodsworth  and 
Tillington  Scheme  is  to  commence  as  soon  as  the  Rogate  and  Harting 
Scheme  is  finished. 

Wey  Valley  Water  Company 

During  the  year  this  Company  completed  166  yards  of  3"  cast  iron 
main  to  the  Hogs  Hill  Council  Housing  site,  Fernhurst. 

Sixteen  bacteriological  and  chemical  reports  were  received  in  respect 
of  samples  of  water  taken  from  Tilford  Outlet  Filters,  the  Tower  Rising 
main,  the  Meads  Outlet  Filters,  Hindhead  Rising  Main  and  Oakhanger 
Outlet  Main,  all  of  which  showed  the  water  to  be  wholseome  in  character 
and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

Petersfield  Rural  District  Council. 

One  report  on  a  sample  of  water  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  was  received.  Both  examinations  were  reported  as 
satifactory. 

No  main  extensions  were  carried  out. 

Private  Estate  Supplies. 

Extensions  to  the  Cowdray  Estate  mains  from  the  Cocking  and 
Heyshott  Supply  were  carried  out  during  the  year  to  supply  four  houses 
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and  a  factory  at  Hill  Top,  Cocking,  Wol  verst  one  Farm  and  cottage, 
Cocking  and  Walkers  Farm  and  three  dwellings  at  Heyshott. 

Adverse  bacteriological  reports  were  received  on  samples  of  water 
taken  from  the  Little  Green  Estate  Supply,  Harting,  and  householders 
dependent  upon  this  supply  at  Harting  were  warned  and  advised  to 
boil  all  water  drawn  until  further  notice.  No  apparent  source  of 
pollution  could  be  found  but  the  owners,  in  consequence  of  advice 
received  from  the  Health  Department,  have  now  installed  a  suitable 
chlorination  plant. 

A  total  of  1057  houses  have  a  supply  of  piped  water  from  Estate  Under¬ 
takings,  the  water  generally  being  available  inside  the  houses. 

During  the  year  routine  sampling  of  the  fourteen  principal  Estate 
Supplies  was  continued,  149  samples  being  submitted  to  the  Comity 
Pathologist  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  these  108  were  reported 
as  satisfactory,  21  as  suspicious  and  20  as  misatisfactory. 

Individual  Private  Supplies 

During  the  year  30  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  wells  and  other 
sources  supplying  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  District.  14  of  these 
were  reported  to  be  satisfactory,  5  as  suspicious  and  1 1  as  unsatisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  were  no  sewer  extensions  during  the  year  but  plans  were  prepared 
and  approved  for  the  Fernhurst  Village  sewers  to  be  extended  to  Nappers 
Wood  for  the  purpose  of  draining  thereto  some  10  dwellings  which  have 
unsatisfactory  cesspool  drainage  causing  serious  public  health  nuisances. 

A  tender  was  accepted  for  the  Cocking  Drainage  Scheme  and  work 
had  been  commenced  when  this  report  was  in  progress  of  compilation. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Harting  Drainage  Scheme  has  not  yet 
been  put  in  hand.  Very  unsatisfactory  sanitary  conditions  prevail  in 
the  Village. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  usual  complaints  were  received  with  regard  to  the  condition  of 
Harting  Brook,  both  in  relation  to  pollution  and  flooding. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Mr.  C.  E.  Sowden,  the  Council’s  Waterworks  and  Housing  Manager, 
is  responsible  for  the  Public  Cleansing  services  of  the  district,  and  I  am 
indebted  to  him  for  the  following  notes  : — 

The  service  for  refuse  collection  for  the  District  remained  unaltered 
during  the  year  and  details  of  this  service  in  the  various  parishes  at  the 
end  of  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


(a)  Collection  by  Direct  Labour  : 

Parishes 

Midhurst 

Easebourne  . 

Harting 

West  Lavington  . 

Elsted 

Rogate 

Bepton 

Chitliurst  (Borden  village) 

Stedham 

Tillington 


Interval  between  Collections 

Collection  twice  weekly 

,,  once  weekly 

,,  once  weekly 

,,  once  weekly 

,,  once  monthly 

,,  once  monthly 

,,  every  two  months 

,,  every  two  months 

,,  every  two  months 

,,  every  two  months 
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(b)  Collection  by  Contractor  : 

Parishes 

Camelsdale,  part  of  Linchmere 
Camelsdale,  part  of  Fernhurst 


Interval  between  Collections 

Collection  once  weekly 
, ,  once  weekly 


Other  part  of  Linchmere  . 
Other  part  of  Fernhurst  . 
East  Lavington 
Graffham  (Selham  village) 
Heyshott 
Lodsworth  ... 

Lurgashall  ... 


once  fortnightly 
once  fortnightly 
every  two  months 
every  two  months 
every  two  months 
every  two  months 
every  two  months 


The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected  is  deposited  on  tips  situate  at 
Hammer,  West  Harting  and  Pitsham,  near  Midhurst. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Council's 
cesspool  emptying  service  shows  that  387  emptyings  of  cesspools  were 
made,  comprising  665  loads  and  532,000  gallons  of  sewage,  whilst 
approximately  8,546  miles  were  travelled  by  the  machine  in  executing 
this  work.  Many  emptyings  were  made  by  the  contractors  in  the 
parishes  of  Fernhurst  and  Linchmere. 

As  from  the  1st  January,  1948,  one  free  emptying  each  quarter  to  all 
ratepayers  in  the  parishes  of  Fernhurst  and  Linchmere  will  be  instituted, 
thus  bringing  into  being  facilities,  that  already  exist  in  other  parts  of 
the  rural  area. 

Pail  Closet  Emptying  Service. 

The  free  pail  closet  emptying  service  provided  for  properties  which  cannot 
be  connected  to  public  sewers  in  the  parishes  of  Fernhurst  and  Linchmere 
has  continued,  the  work  being  done  by  contractors  employed  by  the 
Council,  excepting  East,  South  and  West  Harting  where  the  work  has 
been  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  a  special  fitment  being  incorporated 
in  the  Council’s  cesspool  emptier  for  the  purpose. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934 

During  the  year  24  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to  shops  and 
offices.  As  a  result  of  action  taken  2  shops  were  provided  with  sanitary 
conveniences  and  one  with  sink  and  washing  facilities. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

One  complaint  was  received  of  smoke  emission  from  a  bakehouse 
chimney  stack.  The  trouble  was  mainly  due  to  the  use  of  unsuitable 

fuel. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

A  total  of  112  inspections  of  establishments  coming  within  the  scope 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  were  made  during  the  year  ;  39  to  premises 
having  mechanical  power  and  73  to  premises  not  so  provided.  Arising 
out  of  these  inspections  12  defects  were  found,  1 1  of  which  were  remedied. 
These  defects  were  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sanitary  Conveniences  :■ — 

Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  ...  3 

Defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lack  of  separate  provision  for  sexes  ...  ...  ...  1 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  or  pools  situated  in  the  District. 


CAMPING  SITES 

The  following  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  under  Section  269 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 

(a)  Licences  to  erect  or  station  and  use  moveable  dwellings  ...  16 

(b)  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  land  as  a  site  for  moveable 

dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

During  the  year  32  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  moveable 
dwellings  and  similar  structures  in  the  District. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

No  dwellings  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  during  the  year. 


RATS  AND  MICE 

The  campaign  for  the  destruction  of  these  pests  was  further  intensified 
during  the  year  by  the  employment  of  another  rodent  operator,  and 
the  purchase  of  a  light  motor  van  for  use  on  this  service. 

During  the  year  404  infestations  were  dealt  with  and  it  is  estimated 
that  some  2763  rats  were  destroyed. 


MOSQUITOES 

No  complaints  of  nuisances  were  received  and  no  action  was  taken 
regarding  possible  infestations  in  the  District. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  AND  1928 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  at  which  Rag  Flock  is  manu¬ 
factured,  used  or  sold. 


SCHOOLS 

Conditions  at  the  18  Elementary  Schools  remain  fundamentally  the 
same  as  those  prevailing  at  the  end  of  last  year.  Minor  repairs  and 
cleansing  and  limewashing  were  carried  out  at  most  of  the  sanitary 
conveniences  but  beyond  this  little  had  been  done  to  remedy  the  defects 
mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report. 

Bepton  school  was  closed  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Informal  Notices  served .  ...  245 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health 

A.ct ,  1 936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  under  Section  93  of  the 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Visits  made  in  connection  with  :■ — 

Housing — first  visits 

. 

979 

Housing — re-visits  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

641 

Overcrowding 

•••  •••  ••• 

755 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Conveniences 

•••  •••  ••• 

1378 

Water  Supplies 

•••  •••  ••• 

1348 

Privies,  ditches  and  cesspools 

•••  •••  ••• 

161 

Refuse  Accumulations 

•  ••  •••  •  •  • 

27 

Verminous  Premises 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

17 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

•••  •••  ••• 

54 

Schools 

•••  •••  ••• 

54 

Moveable  Dwellings 

•••  •••  ••• 

32 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

46 

Factories  Act 

•••  •••  ••• 

112 

Shops  Act 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  > 

24 

Slaughterhouses,  butcher’s  shops  and  other 

food  premises 

377 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

•••  •••  ••• 

345 

Miscellaneous 

•••  •••  ••• 

56 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  for  all  purposes 


6,406 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  and  Improvements  under 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  — 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed 

Coppers  repaired  or  renewed 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  renewed 

Cooking  Ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

Damp  walls  remedied 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

Drainage  systems  cleared  and  repaired  ... 

Drainage  systems  provided 
Ditches  cleansed 

Earth  Closets  repaired  and  renewed 
Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed 
Food  Stores  provided  or  renewed... 

Foul  Accumulations  removed 
Fuel  Stores  repaired 

Gutters  and  down  pipes  provided,  cleared  or  repaired 

Houses  cleansed  and  re-decorated 

Plastering  repaired  or  renewed 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

Sinks  provided 

Stairs  repaired 

Verminous  premises  cleansed 

Water  Supplies  laid  on 

Water  piping  repaired  or  renewed 

Wells,  water  tanks,  cleansed  and  repaired 

W.C.s  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  . . 

Windows  enlarged,  provided  or  repaired 
Walls  repaired 

Yards  provided  or  repaired  . 


31 

12 

8 

29 

37 

14 

43 
16 

2 

11 

17 

44 

9 
2 
5 

21 

24 

24 

39 
11 

5 
9 

14 
20 

15 
44 

40 

10 

6 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 


It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  serve  two  Statutory  Notices  under 
Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  requiring  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  arising  from  ( a )  defective  and  leaking  drain  and  (b)  defective 
roof,  gutters  and  downpipes  causing  dampness  in  connection  with  two 
dwellings.  The  owners  suitably  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the 
notices  served  upon  them. 
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SUMMARY  OF  RURAL  WATER  SUPPLIES  as  at  31st  December,  1947 
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Summary  of  Rural  Water  Supplies  as  at  31st  December,  1947 


Statutory  Undertakers  |  Private  Estate  Undertakers  I  Houses 


Section  IV. 


HOUSING 


Housing  continues  to  be  the  principal  post-war  need  of  the  Rural 
District. 


During  the  year  664  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Rural  Housing  Survey  and  by  the  29th  February,  1948,  the  survey  was 
completed,  3371  houses  having  been  inspected.  These  dwellings  have 
been  classified  as  follows  :• — 


Category  I 
Category  II 
Category  III 

Category  IV 

Category  V 


Houses  in  all  respects  satisfactory  ...  ...  134  (4%) 

Houses  with  minor  defects  ...  ...  ...  395(12%) 

Houses  requiring  repair,  structural  alter¬ 
ations  and  improvements  ...  ...  1736(51%) 

Houses  appropriate  for  reconditioning  under 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts  ...  769  (23%) 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond 

repair  at  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  337(10%) 


3371 


These  classifications  have  been  based  upon  the  standard  of  fitness 
recommended  by  the  Jount  County  Committee  and  as  this  standard  is 
more  or  less  uniform  with  that  recommended  by  the  Standard  of  Fitness 
for  Habitation  Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  in  their  report  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  dated  1st  October,  1946, 
the  latter  Committee’s  standard  is  given  below  : — 

A  dwelling  should— 

(i)  be  in  all  respects  dry  : 

(ii)  be  in  a  good  state  of  repair  ; 

(iii)  have  each  room  properly  lighted  and  ventilated  ; 

(iv)  have  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  laid  on  for  all 

purposes  inside  the  dwelling  ; 

(v)  be  provided  with  efficient  and  adequate  means  of  supplying 

hot  water  for  domestic  purposes  : 

(vi)  have  an  internal  or  otherwise  readily  accessible  watercloset ; 

(vii)  have  a  fixed  bath  perferably  in  a  separate  room  ; 

(viii)  be  provided  with  a  sink  or  sinks  and  with  suitable  arrangements 
for  the  disposal  of  waste  water  ; 

(ix)  be  provided  with  facilities  for  domestic  washing,  including  a 

a  copper,  preferably  in  a  separate  room. 

(x)  have  a  proper  drainage  system  ; 

(xi)  be  provided  with  adequate  points  for  artificial  lighting  in  each 

room  ; 

(xii)  be  provided  with  adequate  facilities  for  heating  each  habitable 

room  : 

(xiii)  have  satisfactory  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking  food  ; 

(xiv)  have  a  well-ventilated  larder  or  food  store  ; 

(xv)  have  proper  provision  for  the  storage  of  fuel ; 

(xvi)  have  a  satisfactory  surfaced  path  to  outbuildings  and  convenient 

access  from  a  street  to  the  back  door. 
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Provision  of  Houses. 


The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  housing  units  made  available 
by  conversions  and  adaptations  : — 


Parish 

Easebourne 
East  Lavington 
Elsted  ... 
Fernhurst 
Graffham 
Harting 

Iping  . 

Linchmere 
Lodsworth 
Lurgashall 
West  Lavington 
Woolbeding 


No.  of  Units  of 
Housing  provided 

...  10 
...  3 

1 

...  5 

...  4 

...  6 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 


36 


In  addition  twelve  new  dwellings  in  Midhurst  were  built  by  the  Rural 
Council. 

Requisitioning  of  Properties  for  Housing  Accommodation, 
Ministry  of  Health  Circulars  2485  and  138/45 

Mr.  C.  F.  Linton  in  the  capacity  of  Emergency  Housing  Officer  is 
responsible  for  the  formal  procedures  and  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
gives  most  valuable  technical  advice  regarding  the  adaptation,  repairs 


and  conversion,  etc.,  of  the  houses  requisitioned. 

The  following  statement  gives  details  of  the  action  taken  during  the 
year  under  Circulars  2485  and  138/45  :• — 

Number  of  properties  held  under  requisition  at  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1946  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Number  of  units  of  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  146 

Number  of  persons  accommodated  ...  ...  ...  ...  502 

Number  of  properties  requisitioned  during  1947  ...  ...  10 

Number  derequisitioned  after  representations  by  owners  ...  2 

Number  derequisitioned  for  other  leasons  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  properties  held  under  mquisition  at  31st  December, 

1 947  1 1 0 

Number  of  units  of  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  158 

Number  of  pemons  accommodated  ...  ...  ...  ...  507 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  ( a )  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts) .  979 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1620 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  664 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . .  664 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  475 

2.  Remedying  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notice  : 

Number  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  taken  by  the  Local 
authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

(a)  proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  :• — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  demolition  order  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV  :  Overcrowding  : 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  the 


(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  30 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  172 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  40 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  Local 
Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Section  V. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and  Milk  (Special  Designations) 

Regulations,  1936-1942 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year  149  farms  were  duly  registered  and 
producing  milk  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 

Of  the  149  registered  premises  107  were  licensed  for  the  production  of 
Designated  Milk  (Tuberculin  Tested  32,  and  Accredited  75). 

During  the  year  six  new  registrations  were  granted  and  two  farms 
ceased  to  produce  milk.  Thirteen  additional  producers  received 
licences  from  the  Comity  Council  to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 


The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  as  given  below  :• — 

Number  of  farms  in  the  district  registered  for  milk  production  ...  153 

Number  actually  producing  at  31st  December,  1947  ...  ...  153 

Number  of  dairy  cows  in  the  district  approximately  ...  ...  4200 

Number  of  farms  producing  Designated  Milk  :• — 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

(b)  Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Number  of  farms  producing  Non-Designated  milk  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  dairymen  (cowkeepers  and  milk  sellers,  etc.)  ...  167 

Number  of  these  registered  as  wholesalers  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Number  registered  as  retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  registered  as  wholesalers  and  retailers  ...  ...  ...  9 


Water  Supply  to  Dairy  Premises  : 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  having  : 

(a)  Public  piped  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(b)  Private  estate  piped  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

(c)  Well,  spring  or  stream  water  ...  ...  ...  72 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order,  1926,  are  given  below  :• — 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  : 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  345 

Number  of  contraventions  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 


Number  of  premises  found  to  require  : 

(a)  Cleansing  .  22 

(b)  Structural  or  sanitary  improvements  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  requirements  carried  out : 

(a)  Cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

(b)  Structural  improvements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

Inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  continued  throughout  the 
year,  and  in  spite  of  difficulties  in  connection  with  labour,  standards  of 
cleanliness  are  fairly  well  maintained.  During  the  year,  seventy-eight 
samples  of  un designated  milk  were  submitted  for  examination  for 
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cleanliness  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  The  reports  on  the  samples 
showed  that  these,  with  the  exception  of  nine,  all  reached  the  standard 
laid  down  as  satisfactory  for  Accredited  milk. 

During  the  year,  one  new  cowshed  and  dairy  and  five  new  milking 
bails  were  constructed.  Three  premises  were  reconditioned  and  improve¬ 
ments  carried  out  at  six  other  milk  producing  establishments. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1942 

The  following  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  :• — 

(a)  By  the  Midhurst  Rural  District  Council  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk — 

(1)  Dealers'  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pasteurised  Milk — 

Dealers'  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  the  West  Sussex  County  Council  : 

Producers’  Licences — 

( 1 )  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45  ( 1 ) 

(2)  Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69  (8) 

The  figures  in  parentheses  denote  the  number  of  producers  who  also 
hold  licences  to  bottle  milk. 

During  the  year  793  samples  of  Designated  milks  were  collected  by 
Sampling  Officers  of  the  West  Sussex  County  Health  Department  and 
submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  793  samples  examined. 


Designation 

No.  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

0/ 

/o 

Unsatisfactory 

0/ 

/o 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

262 

250 

95 

12 

5 

Accredited  ... 

512 

451 

88 

61 

12 

Pasteurised  ... 

19 

14 

73 

5 

27 

Totals 

793 

715 

— 

78 

— 

In  addition,  twenty-two  samples  of  Accredited  milk  were  submitted 
to  the  Coliform  Test,  twenty  being  satisfactory  whilst  thirteen  of  the 
Tuberculin  Tested  milks  were  similarly  examined  giving  satisfactory 
results.  A  further  twelve  samples  of  Designated  milk  were  examined 
for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  all  giving  negative  results. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

No  regular  slaughtering  of  animals  has  been  carried  out  at  any  of  the 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  all  of  which  have  remained  closed  by 
virtue  of  the  Livestock  (Restriction  of  Slaughtering)  Order,  1940.  All 
meat  for  sale  in  the  district  continues  to  be  slaughtered  elsewhere, 
supplies  for  consumption  being  delivered  from  Chichester  and  Worthing 
to  a  central  depot  at  Midhurst  for  distribution  to  retail  butchers. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  butchers’  shops,  etc.,  in  the  district, 
together  with  details  of  inspections  of  these  establishments  carried  out 
during  the  year  : 


Number  of  butchers’ shops  ... 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  or 
potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale 
for  human  consumption  ... 

Number  of  visits  to  above  premises... 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ... 

(There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  district) 

Number  of  visits  to  ice  cream  premises 

Number  of  visits  to  cafes,  restaurants  and  snack  bars 

Number  of  visits  to  grocers  shops  and  other  food  premises 

Informal  Notices  served 

Informal  Notices  complied  with 


8 


10 

187 

6 

25 

32 

133 

9 

9 


The  following  list  gives  details  of  meat  condemned  in  butchers’  shops 
during  the  year  : 


Beef 
Mutton 
Corned  Beef 


176  lbs. 
24|  lbs. 
Ill  lbs. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

Fourteen  licences  were  in  operation  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
for  the  slaughtering  of  animals,  all  of  which  expire  at  the  end  of 
December,  1948.  No  licence  was  revoked  during  the  year  under 
review. 


Bread 

There  are  sixteen  bakehouses  in  the  district,  none  of  them  underground, 
of  which  47  inspections  were  made.  Seven  informal  notices  were  served 
in  respect  of  cleanliness  and  limewashing,  all  of  which  were  suitably 
complied  with. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  Food  Adul¬ 
teration  sections  of  this  Act. 

Details  of  the  number  of  samples  and  commodities  taken  in  the 
Rural  District  during  the  year  are  not  available  for  inclusion  in  this 
Report. 
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Other  Foods 

The  following  other  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  sale  for  human 
consumption  and  were  condemned  : 


Description 

Full  Cream  Condensed  Milk, 
Evaporated  Milk,  132  tins 

13  tins 

W  eight 

12J  ]bs. 

1 19J  lbs. 

Baked  Beans,  27  tins 

27  lbs. 

Dried  Eggs,  1  tin 

i  lb. 

Peas,  2  tins 

2  lbs. 

Steak,  5  tins 

5  lbs. 

Salmon,  9  tins 

4J  ibs. 

Pilchards,  1  tin  ... 

fibs. 

Tomatoes,  1  tin  ... 

1  . . . 

2f  lbs. 

Peaches,  8  tins  ... 

14f  lbs. 

Silver  Hake,  20  tins 

18f  lbs. 

Grapefruit  Marmalade,  1  tin 

2  lbs. 

Jam,  2  tins 

4  lbs. 

Grapefruit  Juice,  1  tin  ... 

1  f  lbs. 

Orange  Juice,  1  tin 

1 J  lbs. 

Plums,  1  tin 

1  lb. 

Paste,  3  tins 

i  b. 

Pork  Sausages,  7  tins 

6J  lbs. 

Bread 

28  lbs. 

Bananas  ... 

196  lbs. 

Tangerines 

61  lbs. 

Oranges  ... 

28  lbs. 

Grapes 

10  lbs. 

Plums 

50  lbs. 

Cherries  ... 

24  lbs. 

Tomatoes  ... 

14  lbs. 

Peaches  ... 

230 

Cheese 

13J  lbs. 

Sausages  ... 

12  lbs. 

Meat  Pies 

25 

Gammon  Bacon  ... 

13f  lbs. 

Plaice 

26  stone 

Herrings  ... 

3J  stone 

Smoked  Haddock 

5  stone 

Kippers  ... 

4  stone 

Bream  Fillets 

5  stone 

Shrimps 

1  bag 

FishCakes 

456 

Hen  Eggs,  128  ... 

12  lbs. 
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Section  VI. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


There  was  no  unusual  prevalence  of  infectious  or  other  diseases  in  the 
district  during  the  year. 


Smallpox 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
and  no  contacts  of  cases  entered  the  District. 


Diphtheria 

For  the  second  consecutive  year  no  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified 
to  the  Department. 


Supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin 

Anti-toxin  can  be  obtained  by  Medical  Practitioners  for  the  treatment 
of  suspected  cases  and  contacts  on  application  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  immunisation  campaign  continued 
during  the  year.  As  in  previous  years  the  inoculations  were  given  by 
Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department. 

In  addition  to  steps  taken  by  the  Welfare  Authority  publicity  has 
been  undertaken  by  means  of  display  posters  and  press  advertisements. 

During  the  year  nine  children  of  school  age,  and  116  children  under 
five  years  of  age  received  a  complete  course  of  injections.  In  addition, 
49  children  who  had  been  inoculated  more  than  four  years  ago  received 
“  follow-up  ”  injections.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that 
97.35%  of  the  children  in  the  district  aged  5  to  15  years,  and  39.82% 
of  the  children  aged  1  to  5  years,  had  received  a  complete  course  of 
injections. 


Scarlet  Fever 

During  the  year  eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  as  compared 
with  seven  in  the  previous  year. 

It  was  only  necessary  to  admit  one  of  the  cases  into  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  distribution  of  the  cases  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Parish 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Linchmere 

1 

1 

2 

Midhurst  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Rogate 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Trotton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Totals 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

2 

8 

30 


Erysipelas 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  none  in  the  previous  year. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  and  Encephalitis  Lethargicia 

No  cases  of  either  of  these  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  one  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  during  the  previous 
year. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

In  view  of  the  widespread  and  marked  incidence  of  Acute  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis  during  the  summer  of  1947,  the  Rural  District  were 
fortunate  inasmuch  there  were  no  confirmed  cases  within  its  bounderies. 

One  notification  of  this  disease  was  received  but  the  diagnosis  was  not 
confirmed.  Two  other  children  were  admitted  to  hospital  as  possible 
cases  but  again  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 

Pneumonia  (Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal) 

There  were  six  cases  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  but  no  notifications 
were  received  in  respect  to  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia.  These  figures 
compare  with  six  cases  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and  five  cases 
of  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  in  the  year  1946.  Four  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Harting,  one  in  West  Lavington  and  one  in 
Chit  hurst.  Deaths  registered  during  1947  as  due  to  all  forms  of  pneu¬ 
monia  totalled  eight,  as  compared  with  five  in  the  previous  year. 

Whooping  Cough 

During  the  year  eleven  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  as  compared 
with  four  in  1946.  Six  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Fernhurst  Parish,  two  in 
Harting,  and  one  in  Bepton,  Elsted  and  Rogate.  All  of  the  notifications 
were  received  during  the  period  January — August.  In  addition  to  the 
notified  cases  five  were  reported  by  Head  Teachers  of  the  County  Council 
Schools  in  the  District. 

Measles 

A  total  of  79  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  25  cases  in  1946.  The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  parishes 
of  Cocking,  North  Ambersham,  Fernhurst  and  Harting.  In  addition 
to  the  notified  cases  ten  cases  of  this  disease  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Department  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  County  Council  Schools. 

Distribution  of  the  notified  cases  is  shown  in  the  table  below  :■ — 


Parish 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Bepton  . 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

4 

Cocking 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Fernhurst 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Graffham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Harting 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 

Heyshott 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Iping  . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

3 

Lodsworth 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lurgashall 

— 

— 

2 

3 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Midhurst  ... 

1 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

North 

Ambersham 

— 

12 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Rogate  . 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Tillington 

1 

— 

1 

Trotton 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

12 

17 

8 

4 

6 

18 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

79 

31 


Enteric  Fever  and  Dysentry 

No  cases  of  these  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year  neither  were 
any  deaths  attributed  to  these  causes,  as  compared  with  one  death  due 
to  a  Paratyphoid  B.  infection  in  1946. 

Influenza 

During  the  year  no  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department  but  one  death  (a  female)  was  registered  as 
due  to  Influenza  as  compared  with  two  in  the  previous  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Two  cases  of  this  condition  were  notified  as  compared  with  none  in 
the  year  1946.  Both  patients  were  nursed  at  home  and  made  unevent¬ 
ful  recoveries. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

One  notification  was  received  in  respect  of  this  disease.  The  patient 
was  nursed  at  home  and  made  an  uneventful  recovery  without  any 
impairment  of  vision. 

Non-notifiable  Diseases 

Information  regarding  these  diseases  among  school  children  is  obtained 
from  returns  made  by  head  teachers  of  public  elementary  schools. 
During  the  year  under  review  there  were  6  cases  of  mumps. 

Scabies 

During  the  year  five  cases  of  Scabies  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  as  compared  with  ten  cases  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the 
five  cases,  one  was  an  adult,  three  children  of  school  age  and  one  child 
of  pre-school  age.  The  cases  were  notified  through  the  medium  of  the 
School  Medical  Service.  All  cases  received  treatment  in  their  own 
homes,  in  two  instances  from  the  District  Nurse  and  in  the  remaining 
cases  by  a  general  medical  practitioner. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  during  the  year  under 
the  Scabies  Order,  1941. 


Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  Cancer  during  the  year  numbered 
26  (13  males  and  13  females),  a  decrease  of  four  compared  with  the  year 
1946.  The  Cancer  Death  Rate  for  the  year  is  1.65  per  1,000  of  the  esti¬ 
mated  resident  population,  compared  with  a  rate  of  1.91  for  the  previous 
year.  Corresponding  rates  for  the  administrative  Comity,  the  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  are  2.2,  2.5  and  1.9  respectively. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  all  persons 
whose  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to  Cancer  during  the  year. 


Ages 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

0 — 45 . 

1 

— 

1 

45—55  . 

1 

1 

2 

55—65  . 

6 

4 

10 

65—75  . 

1 

1 

2 

75  and  up  . 

4 

7 

11 

Totals  . 

13 

13 

26 

32 


Localisation  of  the  Disease 

Digestive  Organs  and  Peritoneum  : 

Oesophagus  . 

Stomach  and  Duodenum 

Pancreas . . 

Retroperitoneal  glands . 

Intestines  other  than  Duodenum  or  rectum  : 
Colon 

Rectum . 

Respiratory  System  : 

Bronchus  ... 

Lung  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Female  Genital  Organs  : 

Ovary 
Breast 
Bladder  ... 

SlvlTl  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Uterus 


2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 


Tuberculosis 

Twenty  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  added  to  the  Notif¬ 
ication  Register  during  the  year  as  compared  with  seven  in  the  previous 
year.  In  addition,  one  case  previously  removed  from  the  register  was 
restored  during  the  year  having  returned  to  reside  in  the  district.  Of 
the  twenty  cases,  sixteen  were  notified  to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  four  from  non-pulmonary  forms  of  this  disease. 

Four  deaths  (two  male  and  two  female)  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  recorded  during  the  year,  a  decrease  of  seven  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  Deaths  from  all  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  numbered 
two  (one  male  and  one  female)  as  compared  with  three  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  pulmonary  tuberculosis  death  rate  for  the  year  is  0.25  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  compared  with  a  rate  of  0.69  for  the  previous  year,  whilst 
the  rate  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  is  0.38,  the  corresponding  rate  for 
the  previous  year  being  0.88.  The  death  rates  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex  for  the 
year  under  review  are  0.35  and  0.38  respectively. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notif¬ 
ication  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  for  the  year  1947. 
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Notification  Register  of  Tubercular  Patients 


Pulmonary 

Cases 

N on-Pulmonary 
Cases 

Total  Cases 
{all  forms) 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

1.  No.  on  Register  at  1.1.47 

20 

14 

34 

11 

6 

17 

31 

20 

51 

2.  Cases  previously  removed 
and  returning  during  1947 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3.  New  cases  notified  (or 
otherwise  coming  to 

knowledge)  in  1947 

9 

7 

16 

2 

2 

4 

11 

9 

20 

29 

22 

51 

13 

8 

21 

42 

30 

72 

4.  Cases  removed  from 

Register  in  1947  . 

5 

3 

8 

2 

4 

6 

7 

7 

14 

5.  Number  on  Register  at 
31.12.47  . 

24 

19 

43 

11 

4 

15 

35 

23 

58 

New  Gases  and  Mortality 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre¬ 
vention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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Table  showing  Notifications  and  Deaths  from  certain  Infectious  Diseases. 
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Details  of  notification  of  infectious  diseases  are  only  available  since  1890.  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  have  been  notifiable  only  during  1914-1918  War  and  since  1939. 
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